FAMILY PACKET

Family Packet, Grade 4, Cluster 5, Module 2: HOW

Ideas Connect and Differ

A warm, plain language guide to what your student is learning this week, with easy ways to
talk and work together at home.

Welcome, families. This week your student learns to answer HOW prompts across paired passages.
Students compare "Looking Back to Move Forward" with "Voices That Shaped Texas," name a similarity
or difference, choose evidence from both passages, and explain the relationship instead of merely listing
two facts.

Ask your student to teach you what they learned. Teaching it out loud is part of how the learning sticks.

Inside this packet

1 Family Letter 2 Family Tip Sheet

A note from the classroom about the week's learning. The skill and standard in plain words, plus how to
help.

3 Key Words 4 Our Thinking Tool

This week's words with student friendly meanings The organizer students use, with a mini version for

and examples. home.

5 Conversation Starters and a Family Activity 6 What Strong Work Looks Like

Easy ways to talk about the week's learning. A short model and a checklist to see progress.

7 Progress at Home En espaiol

A "my student can..." checklist to sign and send back. Todo este paquete también esta disponible en
espaiiol.

Grade 4 - Cluster 5 - Paired-Passage ECR - Module 2



o Family Letter

Dear Families,

This week your student is learning to answer HOW prompts across paired passages. Students will
compare "Looking Back to Move Forward," in which Ava learns how Renaissance ideas influenced art
and government, with "Voices That Shaped Texas," which presents artists whose music, traditions, and
achievements shaped Texas culture.

Your student will name a similarity or difference, choose evidence from both passages, and explain the
relationship instead of merely listing two facts. At home, ask your student, "How can two examples be
alike in one way and different in another?" Then ask, "Which detail from each example supports your
comparison?"

With appreciation,

[Classroom teacher signature]

The Writing Academy, LLC

ASK FOR A DEMONSTRATION

Ask your student to show you one similarity and one difference between the two passages, with evidence
from each. If your student can teach it, the skill is sticking.

© 2026 The Writing Academy®, LLC. All rights reserved.



e Family Tip Sheet

The skill, in plain words

Your student is learning to answer HOW prompts by deciding whether the prompt asks for a similarity or
difference, selecting relevant evidence from both passages, naming the relationship in a preposition thesis
(central idea), and explaining how the evidence proves the comparison.

The standard, in plain words

This week the work connects to Texas standards. Your student composes an informational text with a clear
central idea, develops drafts into a focused and coherent piece with purposeful structure and transitions,

and uses relevant details. In plain words, your student learns to compare ideas across texts and explain the
relationship with evidence from both.

The color map your student uses

O A

Blue Yellow Green
Broader thinking, opening or Proof or movement toward proof Thesis (central idea) or
reflection reason/way

How to help without giving the answer
o Ask your student to teach you the color map. Explaining it out loud is part of how the skill sticks.

e Ask your student to show you one similarity or difference between the two passages, with evidence
from each.

o Ask what the question is really asking. Let your student name it and give the reason.

 If your student is stuck, ask about the relationship word first. Ask which word signals similarity or
difference.

o Let your student write the answer. Your job is to ask good questions, not to supply the answer.



e Key Words

=

compare
to look for similarities and differences

Example, your student compares how both passages
show influence.

similarity
a way two things are alike

Example, both passages show that ideas can shape
communities.

difference
a way two things are not alike

Example, one passage is about Renaissance ideas and
the other is about Texas artists.

preposition thesis
a central idea that names the relationship using by,
through, with, in, or across

Example, ideas influence communities through learning
and shared culture.

relationship
how two ideas connect or differ

Example, both passages show that sharing ideas helps
communities grow.

transition
a word or phrase that connects ideas

Example, both, similarly, however, and while are

comparison transitions.

evidence
a fact from the passage that supports an answer

Example, Ava noticing Renaissance ideas is evidence
from the first passage.

explanation
tells why the evidence matters

Example, both passages show that when people share
what they know, communities change.

Tip for reading together. When a new word appears in a passage, pause and let your student use the sentence around it to
figure out the meaning before you explain. Naming the guess out loud builds confidence.



o Our Thinking Tool

The color map

O A

Blue Yellow Green
Broader thinking, opening or Proof or movement toward proof Thesis (central idea) or
reflection reason/way

The preposition thesis

s mtiarors e

by through a method or action Ideas influence communities by teaching new ways of thinking.
through by means of a process Communities grow through shared learning and culture.

with accompanied by or using People shape culture with music, art, and traditions.

in within a place or time Renaissance ideas spread in Europe through art and study.
across from one side to another Ideas travel across communities through people who share them.

Mini version to use at home

( )
Try it together

Read this question from class, How are "Looking Back to Move Forward" and "Voices That Shaped
Texas" similar? Have your student name one similarity, choose evidence from both passages, and
explain the relationship using a preposition thesis.

Answer for families. Both passages show that ideas and voices shape communities. Ava learned that Renaissance
ideas changed thinking, and Texas artists shaped culture through music. Both show that sharing ideas helps
communities grow.

TRACKS While reading, students also look for evidence in the passage using TRACKS, which stands for Time, Reactions,
Actions, Character or Concept, Key Knowledge, and Scenery or Setting. Ask your student what TRACKS they found
in this week's passages.

e Conversation Starters and a Simple Family Activity

» How can two things be similar in one way but different in another?

» Why is a comparison incomplete if it only names two facts?

o Which relationship word makes a similarity clear, and which word makes a difference clear?
o How can two passages with different structures teach related ideas?

o Which detail from each passage would you use to explain how influence happens?



Mirror or Window
Name two familiar experiences. Call a meaningful similarity a mirror and a meaningful difference a window. State each
relationship in a complete sentence and support it with one detail from each experience.

Relationship Word Challenge
Take turns completing sentences with both, similarly, alike, however, unlike, and while. After each sentence, explain
what the relationship word tells the listener.



0 What Strong Work Looks Like

Here is a strong answer to this week's writing prompt. Each sentence has its own job and color.

Prompt. Explain how the passages differ in the way they show cultural influence.

Thesis (central idea) - Green
The passages show cultural influence in different ways.

Evidence from Text 1 - Yellow
Looking Back to Move Forward follows Ava as she learns about Renaissance art and government ideas,
so the reader experiences her growing understanding through a narrative.

Evidence from Text 2 - Yellow
Voices That Shaped Texas presents several artists and explains how their music, traditions, and
achievements shaped Texas culture.

Explanation - Red
The first passage teaches through Ava's learning and resolution, while the second builds its idea through
examples of multiple influential people.

Checklist for strong work

(O The answer uses evidence from BOTH passages, one detail from each.

(O The student names a similarity or difference and explains the relationship.
(0 The preposition thesis names the relationship clearly.

(O Each sentence has a clear job and color.

(O The answer explains how the evidence supports the central idea.

0 Progress at Home

My student can...

find one similarity or difference between two passages
choose evidence from both passages to support a comparison
use a preposition thesis to name the relationship

explain how evidence supports the central idea

00000

use comparison transitions like both, similarly, however, and while

Student name Family signature Date

Please sign and send this page back to school with your student. The teacher will celebrate the progress together with
your student.



